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The need to reduce the weight of automobiles has been 
LQFUHDVLQJ�\HDU�E\�\HDU�GXH�WR�IXHO�H৽FLHQF\�UHJXODWLRQV�
responding to environmental issues.  Since the 1980s, 
there has been a gradual increase in the use of aluminum 
sheets for automotive body panels, aluminum extrusions 
for bumper reinforcements and door beams, and 
aluminum forgings for suspension parts.  Aluminum has 



1.2  Kobe Steel's global development of automotive  
 



2003.  This was followed by exporting to China in 
2008 and to North America and Australia in 2013.  
During the peak period, the products were supplied 







achieved in Japan
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